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Statement of Ethics for Departing Pastors
(From the MPT Manual of Bluewater Presbytery)

When a pastor vacates a ministry in a church, it is important that he/she
abide by these standards. A session may choose to read and/or publish
as a statement to help covenant partners understand the expectations of

the outgoing pastor. Here is a suggested statement:

When a pastor leaves a call, there are bonds of affection between the
pastor and covenant partners of the congregation that continue to be
cherished. Relations of friendship continue, but the pastoral relationship
does not. In order for the work of the congregation to prosper, when any
pastor resigns from a pastorate, retires from services, or becomes a
pastor emeritus, that pastor should cease to perform pastoral functions
at funerals, baptisms, and weddings—unless invited to officiate in such a
capacity by the new pastor or by the Moderator of the session. Ordinarily,
the pastor will not participate in the life and worship of the church he or
she is leaving for at least one year. Therefore, the pastor is encouraged
to find another worshipping community for spiritual nourishment during
this period of time. Individual members are asked not to place former
pastors in the awkward position of asking their “friend” to perform the
duties of a pastor. Instead, congregants are to work through the
Moderator of session, transitional pastor, or new pastor. During this
season of transition, the space offered gives both the congregation and
the pastor time to work through the grief that always exists in a pastoral

transition.
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